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LUCY STONE THE OG FEMINIST
Lucy Stone was an early American leader who was willing to fight, out loud, for women’s rights, abolition, and civil equality. She was willing to break new ground and stand against what she saw as unfair practices and unequal representation under the law. Though others are often more remembered, the reality is that without Lucy, these causes might never have gained the momentum to reach their goals. Her choices, both personally and professionally, were based on the strong belief that she could and should live a life independent of man’s control. 
She was born on August 13, 1818, in Massachusetts, West Brookfield. Even as a young child, she was frustrated by the restrictions placed on women in society. She questioned whether the Bible passages that appeared to keep women from having their own rights were translated correctly. Hence, she made a resolution that when she grew up, she would learn the Hebrew and Greek languages. Her father refused to provide her the same education as her brothers, so she decided to raise the money for college by teaching alongside her brothers. She later came across more discrimination while teaching when she was denied equal pay simply because​ ​she​ ​was​ ​a​ ​woman.​
She went on to be a well-recognized woman in the United States for getting a degree in college, being the first woman. When she was 21 years old, she enrolled in Mount Holyoke Female Seminary, but she found herself disappointed by the lack of support on women’s issues. She then switched to Wesleyan University to continue her education. However, this was not the last time she would change colleges. She finally landed in Oberlin College in Ohio at 25 years old. She went into the school, believing that she would find a shared belief regarding women’s issues, but she was proven wrong.​ When she graduated from Oberlin, she was asked to write the commencement speech but refused to do so because a man would have to read it for her. During her time at Oberlin College,​ ​women​ ​were​ ​not​ ​allowed​ ​to​ ​speak​ ​at​ ​public​ ​addresses.​
In 1847, Lucy Stone got involved with Massachusetts’ anti-slavery movement, where she attended meetings and circulated petitions. She was eventually convinced to become a member of The Massachusetts Anti-Slavery Convention. She agreed to join society but refused a salary until she was educated enough to be a useful society member. She quickly met those standards after she took over a meeting and delivered a moving address. She​ ​continued​ ​making​ ​speeches​ ​for​ ​the​ ​Convention​ ​and​ ​became​ ​increasingly​ ​popular.​ Her first time getting involved with the wider anti-slavery movement was when she spoke at a big Fourth of July rally in Abington. This made her name famous, and at appearances, she attracted a wide audience due to the rareness of a woman speaker and the uniqueness​ ​of​ ​a​ ​college-educated​ ​woman.​
In 1849 she began to focus on women's rights. She traveled to deliver speeches on the subject and became acquainted with other feminists. She and Paulina Wright Davis, physiology lecturer, and wife of an abolitionist, gave speeches in front of audiences at Melodeon Hall in Boston in 1850. They called for a formal convention for women's rights, and they were backed by Henry C. Wright, William Lloyd Garrison, and Samuel Brooke.​4 Her speech at this event was known​ ​for​ ​convincing​ ​Susan​ ​B.​ ​Anthony​ ​to​ ​join​ ​Stone​ ​in​ ​the​ ​fight​ ​for​ ​women's​ ​suffrage. Stone met her future husband in 1853, during one of her speaking tours. She considered herself a "free soul" but was impressed by Henry Blackwell, an anti-slavery, pro-suffrage businessman. He courted her for two years until she accepted his offer of marriage. She clarified to him that she would keep her own name.
Lucy Stone was blessed with a baby girl in 1857, and she named the girl Alice Stone Blackwell. Before they had Alice, they lost a son born prematurely, which is considered one of the reasons why Stone wanted to take extra special care of her daughter. During the Civil War, Stone and her husband went​ ​on​ ​hiatus​ ​to​ ​raise​ ​their​ ​daughter.​ After the Civil War ended, Stone got back to work. She found herself in opposition with the women she previously worked with for ladies' testimonials. Elizabeth Cady Stanton and Susan B. Anthony both contradicted the Fourteenth and Fifteenth Amendments, which gave individuals of color citizenship and the option to cast a ballot because they believed white women deserved to receive the right to vote first. Stone stood by her beliefs and fought for black rights along with women's rights, and co-founded the American Woman Suffrage Association.​ Meanwhile, Stanton and Anthony separated themselves from Stone and founded the National Woman Suffrage Association.​
Stone and her family moved to Boston in 1870. 
She curbed her lecturing and became the co-founder and editor of the Woman's Journal. This newspaper became essential to energizing the development and the entry of the Nineteenth Amendment. By 1890, Stone, Anthony, and Stanton worked through their differences and joined together to create a new organization called the National American Woman Suffrage Association.​ Even though they started working together again, Stone and Anthony never fully trusted each other. Meanwhile, Alice Stone Blackwell had become a leader of the reformed suffrage​ ​movement,​ ​continuing​ ​her​ ​mother's​ ​legacy.​ Stone passed away on October 18, 1893. According to her daughter, her last words were, "Make the world better!"​ Lucy Stone was not one to enjoy the limelight. She may not be as famous as Susan B. Anthony or Elizabeth Cady Stanton, but her accomplishments as the first woman to earn a college degree, keep her last name in marriage, and start a revolution for women's​ ​rights​ ​still​ ​deserve​ ​to​ ​be​ ​acknowledged.
The world today would not be the same without Lucy Stone's determination. She gave the women the right to live their lives as they please, be free from abuse, make their dreams come true in getting an education, and be successful independently. She fought very hard for equal treatment. With Stone's determination, she changes the way women are treated and perceived in society; women now have equal rights and the same opportunities as men. Without her purpose, we would not have had a female as a president elected in 2016; I myself would not have been able to vote because of Lucy Stone; we have these rights today. Of course, there are common in life where men don't believe that ladies have similar potential as men, regardless of whether it's getting boxes or being president. There will consistently be that manly man thought about the men being more grounded than the ladies. Without Lucy Stone's fights, we would not have the equality we have today. As for myself, I have the right to have a great job, to continue my education in any college I'd like to, I have the right to vote, to be on my own, and be successful on my own.
Lucy Stone's legacy lives with every one of us today; women are now our teachers, who give us our education, women are now soldiers who protect our country, nurses who take care of us when we are ill. Lucy Stone was a free spirit who thought for herself and fought for every human being's rights to live a life free from masters. Lucy Stone was very influential; she was a role model who stuck and fought for what she believed in. Lucy Stone's beliefs and achievements ensured us that we all have equal rights. A woman can live their lives as free human beings, and a woman has so much to thank her for her fight for woman's rights.
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